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Cavender Creek  
Vineyards & Winery

Now you can enjoy our award-winning wines  
in two locations. . . 

 . . or right here in town, just 
across Hancock Park, at the 
Canvas and Cork Art Gallery 
and Tasting Room, where 
you can sip wine while  
looking at fine art and  
jewelry from local artists.
 

. . . at our rustic, countryside  
tasting room out in the vineyards, 
where you can sit for awhile and 
listen to live music . . .

 Canvas and Cork
Art Gallery & Tasting Room

90 N. Meaders Street
Dahlonega, Georgia 30533

706-525-1563
canvasandcorkdahlonega.com

Cavender Creek 
Vineyards & Winery

3610 Cavender Creek Road
Dahlonega, Georgia 30533

706-525-8282
cavendercreekvineyards.com11

Cover photo by Lamar Bates: John C. Campbell Folk School dancers performing.

SUNDAY

SATURDAY

Tattle Tales:
Youth Tellers

Esther Culver & 
Chetter Galloway

Chetter Galloway  
& Denise Mount

Leslie Shelley & 
Tracy Walker

Denise Mount & 
Leslie Shelley

Ukulele Jam 
(Cindy Olsen)

Bluegrass Slow 
Jam: Jim Pittman/
Patsy Kline

Ballads:Sarrah 
Ellen McDonald/
Tonia Conner

Pickin Porch
Old-time String
Band Jam

GOSPEL JAM  
w/Glenda Pender 
11 am-12:15 pm

Georgia Pick & 
Bow 12:30-1 pm

John Lilly
2:30-3:30 pm

Threadbare
Skivvies 3:45-4;45

Wil Maring &
Robert Bowlin
1:15-2:15 pm

Horseshoes &
Hand Grenades  
5:30-6:30 pm

The Georgia 
Crackers 11 am-
noon

Appalachian 
Storytelling 
Sampler 10:30 am

Crooked Mile
12:15-1:15 pm

Ugly Cousin
1:30-2:30 pm

Howlin’ Brothers
2:45-3:45 pm

April Verch Band 
4-5:15 pm

Moonlight Jam
7:30 pm. Doors 
open at 7

Mountain Dance 
6:30: Beary Good 
String Band with 
caller John Kelley 

Folk School
Dancers 2

Auction: Food, Music by Curtis Jones & Matt Mundy, Live & Silent Auctions, 5-9 pm

Folk School
Dancers 11

Storytelling: 
Esther Culver /
Chetter Galloway

Old-time  
Harmony Singing: 
Rosin Sisters  

Mandolin in Old-
time & Bluegrass: 
Doug Olsen
Old-time Fiddling: 
John Grimm

Open Mic:
Erick Jones

3:30-6

MORE DETAILS INSIDE
MainStage.................. page 5 
Workshops.................. page 7
Storytelling................. page 11

Old-time Slow 
Jam: Walter & 
Jeanie Daves
Canadian Fiddle 
Styles: April Verch

Yodeling: John Lilly

Celtic Roots: 
Chestatee River 
Ceili Band 
Beginning 
Penny Whistle: 
Jim O’Conner 
Civil War Songs: 
Laney House

Licks, Slips and 
Giggles: Jim Pitt-
man/Patsy Kline

Bluegrass Banjo: 
Geoff Hohwald

How to Teach,
How to Learn: 
Jason Kenney

BlueBilly Grit
5-6 pm



FABRIC AND YARN ARTS
Nan Hancock
Nazare Hoffpauir
Donna McCarthy
Rena Wilkins
Lynda Pollard and Susan 
Crowe
George McLaughlin
Clara Ramirez
Megan Smith
Cindy Petty
Kerry Granger
Lindsay Anderson
Tina Rice
Libby White
PHOTOGRAPHY
Patricia Adams
Danny Young
David Owens
George Hernandez
FOLK ART/MIXED MEDIA
Billy Roper
Lynn Reeder
Tim and Karen Chambers
Kay Edenfield
Heather Smith
Jimmy Loudermilk
Keith and Becky Maxwell
UNG Art Guild
FURNITURE/ 
WOODWORKING
Larry and Kathie Maes
Skip Staab
Amy Wald
Jo Kilmer
DRAWING AND PAINTING
Grant Searcey
Jeffree Lerner
Chris McLaughlin
Jan Dappen
Vicki Ferguson
Mike Denier
Alan Young
Larry Ledford

GLASS AND METAL
Livingston Oden
Tim and Donna Frady
Terri Johannson
John Quesnell
Nancy McLendon
JEWELRY
Brenda Steele
Lee Johnson
Bill Gridley
Caroline Sandlin

LEATHER
Tom Slavicek
Jimmy Brock
Doug Waters
POTTERY
Deanne Freeman
Janice Hall and Pat Shields
Cindy and Mike Hart
Chandler Collar
Triny Cline/Mike Sherrer
KITCHEN &  
GOURMET WARES
Ralph and Billie Patton
Theresa Smallwood
Andrea George
BATH & BODY  
PRODUCTS
Jamie Estes
Marian and Ned Jones
WOODWORKING
David English
John Adams
Tom Henry
Paul Grossmann

Floyd and Karen Reed
Jim and Vicki Smith
Wayne Jones
Tommy and Jane Keith
JD Burton
Jack and Kathy Mullarkey
Keith Lott
Dwight Self
Malcolm Sharp
LUTHIERS’ ROW
Dean Robinson
Peter Mosco
Allen Williams

CAMPBELL FOLK 
SCHOOL  

DEMONSTRATORS
Paul Garrett, blacksmithing
Pam Howard, weaving
Patty Bagley & Mark Hen-

dry, basketry, broom-
making

Martha Owen, spinning
Helen Gibson & Caroline 

Anderson, woodcarving

3

Marketplace sponsored by Leaf Filter

MARKETPLACE HOURS: 10-6 Saturday, 10-5 SundayJohn C. Campbell Folk School: (N. 
Park St.) Demonstrating artists/ 
dancers/jammers

Medical Plaza 400: (North Square) 
Information on their services in North 
Georgia

Troncalli Subaru: (N. Chestatee Street) 
New Subaru models on display

The Home Depot: (N. Park & Warwick 
streets in Hancock Park)  Fun kids’ 
projects

Cellular Sales/Verizon: (South Square) 
Information on services/phones

Montaluce Winery/Restaurant: (Bears 
Den on Warwick St.) Wine tastings or 
by the glass

Urban Tree Cidery: (Bears Den on 
Warwick St.) Cider tastings or by the 
glass 

Jekyll Brewing: (Bears Den on Warwick 
St.) Beer tastings or by the glass 

Gibbs Gardens: (In front of Welcome 
Center). Information on their gardens

Billy Roper—Folk Artist: (South Square) 
Festival Heritage Sponsor

Leaf Filter: (North Square) Information 
on their gutter guards

Flint & Steel: (Warwick St. at N. Park St.) 
Media production specialists

SEBA—SouthEastern Bluegrass As-
sociation: (In front of Gold Museum) 
Jamming, organization info

ON THE SQUARE
Pick & Bow Music School
ON EAST MAIN ST.
Weekend Gold Miners
IN HANCOCK PARK
Barbara Tolson, balloons
Dusty Popko, face paint-

ing
Georgia Mountains Hand 

Spinners Guild
LCMS KISS Club
Save Georgia’s Hemlocks
Dahlonega Downtown  

Development Authority
Lumpkin Coalition/ 

Hemlockfest

OTHER EXHIBITORS 

Just off the Square at the corner of  
E. Main & Grove Streets

2
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• Buy • Sell 
• Trade 
• Complete Care

The 
RUG 
SHOPPE

706-429-7076 
armrugs@gmail.com

• Trading Card Games
• Board Games

• Miniatures and More
(678) 971-9348

facebook.com/vendettacorp

Tie dye, one of a kind, 
handmade, eco 
friendly, made in USA.
Accessorie too!
• Free Coffee
• 10% off entire purchase
706-482-0001 VISIT OUR  

Bears Den
• Montaluce  

       Wine
       • Urban

Tree  
         Cider

• Jekyll 
Brewing  

Beer

Next to Hancock Park

MARKETPLACE EXHIBITORS

Please 
       recycle!

TENT



Friday night auction
5:30 pm........Curtis Jones and Matt Mundy, legendary
	  world-traveling musicians
Saturday 
11 am............The Georgia Crackers, traditional Georgia string band
12:15 pm......Crooked Mile, traditional bluegrass band
1:30 pm........Ugly Cousin, local bluegrass band
2:45 pm........The Howlin’ Brothers, high energy string band
4 pm.............April Verch Band, led by Canadian fiddler, vocalist and stepdancer
5:30 pm........Horseshoes & Hand Grenades, high energy band
7:30 pm........Moonlight Jam led by jam band icon Rev. Jeff Mosier 
Sunday
11 a.m...........Gospel Jam led by Glenda Pender; Bagpipes, Sam Johnson
12:30 pm......Georgia Pick & Bow students—preserving traditional roots music
1:15 pm........Wil Maring & Robert Bowlin with original acoustic music
2:30 pm........John Lilly, multi-faceted songwriter, performer
3:45 pm........Threadbare Skivvies, vagabond nature folk
4:45 pm........Georgia Pick & Bow guitar raffle drawing
5 pm.............BlueBilly Grit, Telluride-winning bluegrass band

The single most popular event of Bear on the Square year after year is its Sunday 
Morning Gospel Jam led by Glenda Pender. At 11 a.m. Sunday morning a highly 
talented “house band” takes the stage, and Sam John-
son opens the program playing Amazing Grace on the 
bagpipes as he enters the tent and makes his way to 
the front of the audience. Glenda invites guests from the 
incredibly talented pool of musicians who gather at the 
festival to join her on stage for a gospel song. 
Come early if you want a seat!

 

54

Intimate Weddings • Receptions
Family Reunions

Corporate Retreats & Seminars 
Anniversary Celebrations

Romantic Getaways
Vacation Packages

Packages & Event Planning

2608 Auraria Road, Dahlonega GA 30533
lilycreeklodge@windstream.net

www.lilycreeklodge.com
706.864.6848

Sharon G. Bacek 
Owner • Innkeeper • Chef

6

44 North Park Street            Dahlonega GA

21 years Celebrating Bear on the Square

10

438 West Main Street, across from UNG 
706-864-2400 

• Food
  • Live Music

     • S
pirits

4

Founder of Hoffman Chocolates, Florida
◆Since 1975◆

102 Public Square N. • 706-864-6333
PaulThomasChocolates.com

10% OFF with program

3

The Friday night auction is Bear’s biggest fundraiser. Local 
merchants, festival artists and others who love the festival 
donate generously so that we always have an incredible 
collection of items to auction—a lot of art, including works 
by Billy Roper, a variety of Appalachian crafts, meals, 
lodging and services from many Dahlonega businesses, 
and many more surprises! Food/paddle/wine/auction/mu-
sic — just $5.

5 p.m.: Food 
5:30-6:45: Music by 
Curtis Jones & Matt 

Mundy  
5-7: Silent Auction 

7: Live Auctiom 
MainStage Tent 

Auction catered and sponsored by Shenanigans Irish Pub and Bourbon Street Grille

MainStage sponsored by Adams Insurance/Country Financial and Dahlonega Home Depot

FRIDAY NIGHT AUCTION (April 21)

Don’t miss our music on the MainStage. BEAR brings 
you two full days of free, non-stop music in the big tent 
on N. Park Street. Stop in for a few minutes or spend the 
day listening to one great band after another.

FREE CONCERTS in the MainStage Tent

SUNDAY MORNING GOSPEL JAM

Gospel Jam sponsored by The Crimson Moon Café



6

17 Eat where the locals eat—
BEST home cooking in Dahlonega!

WAGON WHEEL  
RESTAURANT

Friday & Saturday Night Special:
ALL-U-CAN EAT 

CATFISH
1108 Grove Street N • 706-864-6677

1 mile north of the Public Square

MELISSA DOVER • VIC DOVER
www.VinsonDoverRealty.com
doverrealty@windstream.net

Sales &  
Investments

Since 1961

12 Park Street N.
Dahlonega
706-864-2600

8

91 West Main Street
One Block Off the Square

706-864-9152 23

On the Public Square
18 N. Park St. • 706-864-1382

7

170 Hamp Mill Road • Dahlonega • 706-864-4908

Official Festival Apparel Printer

706-864-3988
DahlonegaFudgeFactory.com 9

On the Historic  
Public Square 

10% OFF
with program

7

40 Public Square South

Concerts • Events • Festivals • Lighting
ROB STEELE • 706-973-0366

robsteele53@gmail.com

SATURDAY
	11:00	 Bluegrass Slow Jam: Jim Pittman & Patsy Kline.....................Uncle Woodrow’s
	11:00	 Ukulele Jam: Cindy Olsen.............................................................. Uncle Dave’s
	12:00	 Ballad Singing: Sarrah Ellen McDonald & Tonia Conner..........Uncle Woodrow’s 	
	12:00	 Old-time Slow Jam w/ Walter & Jeanie Daves................................Uncle Dave’s	
	 1:00	 Old-time Harmony Singing Workshop: The Rosin Sisters.......Uncle Woodrow’s
	 1:00	 Canadian Fiddle Styles Workshop: April Verch...............................Uncle Dave’s 	
	 2:00	 Storytelling Workshop: Chetter Galloway & Esther Culver.......Uncle Woodrow’s
	 2:00	 Yodeling Workshop: John Lilly........................................................Uncle Dave’s 	
	 3:00	 Celtic Roots: Chestatee River Ceili Band.................................Uncle Woodrow’s
 	 4:00	 Beginning Penny Whistle: Jim O’Connor.................................Uncle Woodrow’s 	
	 5:00	 Civil War Songs: Laney House.................................................Uncle Woodrow’s

SUNDAY
 	 1:00	 Musical Licks, Slips and Giggles: Jim Pittman & Patsy Kline..Uncle Woodrow’s
 	 1:00	 Mandolin in Old-time and Bluegrass: Doug Olsen..........................Uncle Dave’s 	
	 2:00	 How to Teach, How to Learn: Jason Kenney...........................Uncle Woodrow’s 
	 2:00	 Old-time Fiddling: John Grimm.......................................................Uncle Dave’s
	 3:00	 Bluegrass Banjo: Geoff Hohwald.............................................Uncle Woodrow’s
 	 3:00	 Pickin’ Porch Old-time Jam............................................................Uncle Dave’s
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BEARS
DEN Uncle

Woodrow’s

MainStage:  
Concert stage, merchandise 
sales, CD sales, auction
Uncle Dave’s Tent:  
Open Mic,  
workshops, jams
Uncle Woodrow’s Tent:  
Workshops, jams
Zak McConnell Stage: 
Storytelling
Bears Den: 
Wine, cider, beer
Information Booth
Instrument Sitting
Merchandise Sales 
(Square location)
First Aid Tent

Workshops sponsored by United Community Bank

21

19

FREE WORKSHOPS, JAMS, DEMOS & MORE

FESTIVAL VENUES/TENTS



 	
(KEYED TO MAP)

Exhibiting Sponsors
A	 John C. Campbell Folk School
B	 Medical Plaza 400
C	 Troncalli Subaru
D	 The Home Depot	
E	 Cellular Sales/Verizon
F	 Montaluce Restaurant and Winery
G	 Urban Tree Cidery
H	 Jekyll Brewing
I	 Gibbs Gardens
J	 Leaf Filter
K	 Flint & Steel
L	 SEBA (SouthEastern Bluegrass Association)
M	 Billy Roper

Downtown Sponsors
N	 Adams Insurance
O 	 The Crimson Moon Café
P	 Bourbon Street Grille
Q	 Shenanigans Irish Pub
R	 The Smith House

Advertisers on Site
1	 The Pig & The Poppy
2	 Dahlonega Square Hotel and Villas
3	 Giggle Monkey Toys
4	 Paul Thomas Chocolates
5	 Naturally Georgia
6	 Cranberry Corners
7	 Connie’s Ice Cream & Sandwich Shop
8	 Dover Realty
9	 The Fudge Factory
10	 Spirits Tavern
11	 Cavender Creek Winery/Canvas & Cork Tasting Room 
12	 Grapevines Casual Italian Dining
13	 Smokin’ Gold BBQ
14	 Gateway Antiques
15	 Steele Stained Glass Company
16	 Carriage House Shoppes
		  The Rug Shoppe
		  Pink Alley
		  Vendetta Games
17	 Dahlonega/Lumpkin Co. Chamber & Visitors Bureau
18	 Vintage Music
19	 Ole Mountain Collectors & Wine Celler
20	 Dahlonega General Store
21	 Chestatee Garden & Tavern 
22	 Dr. Ron Williams
23	 El Jimador Mexican Restaurant	
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MAINSTAGE at Park & Warwick: MainStage, Auction, BEAR merchandise
UNCLE DAVE’S TENT: Workshops, Open Mic
UNCLE WOODROW’S WORKSHOP TENT: Workshops, Jams
ZAK McCONNELL STAGE (HANCOCK PARK): Storytelling
VISITORS CENTER PLAZA: Dance Exhibitions
BEARS DEN: Wine, Cider & Beer sales/tastings
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Smokin’ Gold BBQ
59 E Main Street

(Right behind Uncle Woodrow’s  
Workshop Tent)
706-864-RIBS13

19

Gourmet Foods • Books
Tin Signs • Gemstones • Gold Pans • Souvenirs

Gateway Antiques Mall
73 E Main St. • 706-867-8816

Voted #1 in Lumpkin 7 years in a row

14

Ronald E. Williams, DMD
43B West Main Street

Dahlonega
706-864-3343

22

MULLINS
PHARMACY

and Compounding

“Pharmacy done right”

24 Alicia Lane, Suite 2
Dahlonega

706-867-0514
706-867-0533 fax
M-F 9-7, Sat. 9-3 
Closed Sunday

Mullinspharmacy@aol.com
Eric Mullins, PharmD

989 N. Grove Street, Suite A
Dahlonega

706-864-8369
3/4 mile north of the square

11

Stories—filled with tall tales, moral lessons, riddles and history—served to entertain, 
educate, and build community for early Appalachian settlers.
Stop by the Zak McConnell Stage in Hancock Park and spend some time listening to 
professional storytellers who are keeping alive the oral tradition of the mountains. 

Vintage Music
•Guitars•Fiddles•Banjos

•Mandolins
•Professional Instrument Repair

•Lessons
42 Public Square S.• 706-864-2682

www.VintageMusic.com18

Tasting Georgia’s 
Finest Wines

90 & 94 Public Square N
www.naturallygeorgia.com

Storytelling program sponsored by Southern Order of Storytellers and 
Esther Culver and Kuumba Storytellers of Georgia 

Visitors’ Center Plaza, 6:30 p.m. Saturday
Music by the Beary Good String Band with caller John Kelley.

Bear on the Square offers free instrument sitting Saturday and Sunday in a covered, 
monitored tent. The service is available at the Festival Information Tent on the square from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.

5
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SATURDAY
MainStage Tent 
	 10:30	 Kickin’ off the Bear: Appalachian Storytelling Sampler with Melanie Knauff
Zak McConnell Stage, Melanie Knauff, Emcee 
	 11:00	 Tattle Tales (Youth Tellers)
	 12:00	 Esther Culver & Chetter Galloway
	 1:00	 Chetter Galloway & Denise Mount

SUNDAY
Zak McConnell Stage
	 1:00	 Denise Mount (Emcee) with Leslie Shelley & Tracy Walker
	 2:00	 Tracy Walker (Emcee) with Denise Mount & Leslie Shelley

Bear on the Square Storytelling is hosted by Melanie Knauff & Debbie From

STORYTELLING SCHEDULE (Hancock Park)

OLD-TIME MOUNTAIN DANCE (Saturday)

FREE INSTRUMENT SITTING

STORYTELLING WORKSHOP
Storytelling 3.0: Sights, Sounds, and Samples for The Art of Listening! 

Saturday, 2 p.m. Uncle Woodrow’s Workshop Tent
This interactive workshop introduces participants to the tools one can use to tell 
stories and how to apply them to their own unique storytelling style. The workshop 
will also cover performance techniques as well as other elements to build an effec-
tive story. Presenters: Chetter Galloway and Esther Culver.



Dance Exhibitions:
Saturday, 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Dahlonega Visitors Center Plaza

Dance teams from the John C. Campbell Folk 
School will perform traditional dance twice 
on Saturday at the Visitors Center Plaza. 
Performances feature colorfully-costumed 
mock sword fighters, graceful and elegant 
garland dancers and cloggers performing 
older dances from the British Isles. 

Scheduled to perform this year at Bear are the Brasstown Morris Dancers and Band 
and the Kudzu Kickers clogging team from Murphy, N.C., who will present a mixed 
set of traditional English Morris Dancing and Appalachian Clogging.

In addition, several musicians affiliated with the John C. Campbell Folk School will 
be playing in the Folk School booth/tent area of the Marketplace from 10 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. and 1:30-3 p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday. David Liden, Annie Fain Bar-
ralon, Emolyn Liden and Martha Owen, all from Brasstown, N.C., will host an Old-
time Music Jam, and Geoff Hohwald and Rick Taylor, both from Atlanta, will host a 
Bluegrass Music Jam.

13

Food Court sponsored by Cellular Sales/Verizon

• Build a special project with your youngster in the Home Depot booth in Hancock 
Park (Saturday only)

• Pan for gold with the Weekend Gold Miners who are set up on East Main St.
• Visit the John C. Campbell artists on N. Park street and you just may find a hands on 

project waiting.
• Drop by the balloon and face-painting booths in Hancock Park.
• Stop and watch a festival exhibitor give a 

blacksmithing demo or weave a cloth or 
make a broom, and help your young-
sters learn a little about how things 
were done before Walmart! Also, the 
spinners in Hancock Park would love to 
tell you about their craft as they work.

• Visit the Pick & Bow jam tent on the 
square and find out how well kids can 
play music and how easy it is to get 
involved in music lessons in Dahlonega.

Join in or just enjoy the jamming around the square day and night. 
Musicians: As a courtesy to our merchants, please do not block their store  
entrances. 

Bruised knee? Insect bite? Sunburn??
Stop by the festival First Aid Tent near the information booth on the square for some 
medical attention and some TLC. 

Do you have questions? Need directions or sugges-
tions? Festival Ambassadors are available to help. 
Look for the volunteers in green vests. 
They will be glad to help answer questions and direct 
you to the various attractions. Many of them also 
speak another language. 
Welcome to Bear on the Square.

Don’t miss your chance to perform at Bear!
Calling All Players And Singers!! 

Here’s how our open mic event works: 
	 Where: 	Uncle Dave’s Tent, N. Chestatee Street
	 When: 	Saturday, 3:30-6:00 pm
	 Music: 	Acoustic 
	 Size of Group: 	Solo, duo, trio or more
	 Slots: 	Total of 15 minutes per group, including set-up and breakdown.
	 Emcee: 	Erick Jones
	 Sound: 	Dave Moser
To sign up: Sign up in Uncle Dave’s tent at the festival. No charge for participating or 
attending. Participants get a Bear “goody bag.”

Food Court, N. Park Street
• Blueberry Garden’s: Pork rinds, boiled peanuts, deep fried oreos, and more
• Fair Shot Coffee and Espresso: Coffee, espresso, smoothies
• Bratzeit: Bratwurst, knockwurst, and more
• North Georgia Treats: Ice cream and shaved ice
• Williamson Brothers Bar-B-Que: Platters, sandwiches and turkey legs
• Rio’s Italian Ice

JOHN C CAMPBELL DANCERS, JAMS

In the Marketplace
• Kountry Kettle Korn

Food Trucks: East Main
• Brooke Lynn’s Own Sticks and Cones: Chicken and waffle,    
	 pretzel dog, pizza cone, and more  
• Gotta Have It Food Truck: Cuban pork, beef brisket, and more
• Gonzo Gourmet: Chicken, tacos, chili
• Repicci’s Gelato

12

OPEN MIC (Saturday)

OUR AMBASSADORS FIRST AID TENT

A NOTE ABOUT JAMMING

FOOD COURT

STUFF FOR KIDS (of all ages) TO DO



For more than two decades from the time he moved 
to Dahlonega in 1983 until his death in 2004, Nick 
Pender was a major force in the North Georgia blue-
grass scene. He and his wife Glenda were co-found-
ers, along with several downtown merchants, of the 
annual Bear on the Square Mountain Festival. 
Nick and Glenda developed the entire music pro-
gram for the event, now in its 21st year. The Pender 
family continues to support the festival with children 
and grandchildren taking part in the event in various 
ways and Glenda serving as president and music 
chair.
Nick was a musician, playing bass fiddle and singing 
in the old-time mountain style. (He was also known 
to break into some great soul singing now and then!) 
Nick was featured, along with Ralph Stanley and 
others, in “Feels Like Home,” a documentary on 
the unaccompanied Appalachian folk song by film 
maker Heavenly Littleton. He recorded in Nashville in 2003, and that CD, Long Time 
Coming, also features Glenda and the couple’s son Neel. The recording includes an 
original composition by the two Pender sons, Neel and his brother Scott, and an in-
troduction by daughter Marla Pender McGhee. Nick and Glenda dedicated the album 
to their grandchildren, Nick Pender, Annie McGhee, Cory Pender, and Will McGhee.
A member of both SEBA and BMI, Nick was co-founder and a member of the Shoal 
Creek Band, Homemade Jam, and the Gold Rush Bluegrass Band. 
An ardent supporter and promoter of regional musicians, Nick was particularly sup-
portive of teaching kids to play and sing, and he taught at Woody Gap School’s 
mountain music program.
A Certified Public Accountant by profession, he was a fixture in the Dahlonega and 
Lumpkin County community through his involvement in numerous civic and environ-
mental efforts.
Bear on the Square continues his legacy.

15

Scan the code to 
sign up right now!

Bear on the Square is looking for some new Friends. All 
those who love our festival and come back year after year 
are invited to become a Friend to help us bring you great 
free music, free workshops, and a free festival for two days 
every April.
In addition to receiving our sincere appreciation for their  
continued support, Friends of Bear will be sent various  
festival-related items based on their level of contribution. 
Contribution categories range from $15 to $100. 
Find out all the details at the Friends of Bear table in the 
rear of the MainStage tent or at our information booth and  
merchandise booths, or scan the code at right for all the 
details and to sign up now!

PHOTO BY KENNY SIMMONS
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Bear on the Square and musicians from throughout our region lost a great friend on 
Aug. 28, 2016, when Neill Whitlock “Whit” Connah, 77,  of Atlanta died after a valiant 
battle with renal cancer. 
Whit, who was born at Emory University Hos-
pital, grew up in Buckhead, where he gradu-
ated from North Fulton High School in 1957. A 
talented artist, he graduated first in his class 
at the Atlanta College of Art and received 
his MFA from Tulane University. He also had 
the opportunity to study abroad in Paris and 
Vienna, and he spent 30 years of his career as 
an art professor in the Department of Archi-
tecture at Georgia Tech. 
Whit’s other creative love as he grew up was 
music, especially old-time hillbilly and blues. 
He led Atlanta’s Hair of the Dog, a well-known Cajun, blues and roots band formerly 
known as Hurt Dog.  Whit was a powerful, soulful singer and legendary harmonica 
player, and he also played Cajun accordion and guitar. Whit’s wife Barbara performed 
as a fiddler and a singer with Hair of the Dog. Dahlonega audiences will particularly re-
member Whit as a featured singer and harmonica player during the yearly Gospel Jam 
at Bear on the Square. He also appeared here many times when Hair of the Dog was 
in the lineup for Bear on the Square or for the Mountain Music and Medicine Show at 
the Holly Theater. He was also a frequent guest performer with his wife’s other band, 
The Rosin Sisters, when they played at Bear or at the Holly.
A well known figure in the Atlanta Metro area’s music circles, Whit was a mentor to 
many talented musicians from the area, such as Barbara’s son John Ferguson, who 
along with his wife Audrey played an important role in Hair of the Dog, Whit and 
Barbara’s godsons and Mick Kinney’s sons Mickey and Moses Nelligan, Jeanie and 
Walter Daves’ son Michael Daves, and Leah and Chloe Smith of Rising Appalachia, 
daughters of Rosin Sister Jan Smith and her husband Andy. In addition to these, there 
are many others who benefited from Whit’s knowledge and encouragement.

FESTIVAL DEDICATION: WHIT CONNAH. . .
Legendary musician and great friend of Bear festival

REMEMBERING NICK PENDER



Glenda Pender, President
Renee Conaway
Richard Davidow
Kyle Wade
Jim White

AUDIO: Paul Lee, Jay Rodgers, Adam Payne, & Olyn Dabbs, MainStage Tent; Dave 
Moser, Uncle Dave’s Workshop Tent; Rob Steele, Uncle Woodrow’s Workshop 
Tent.

EMCEES: Ralph Taylor and company
SPECIAL THANKS TO: City of Dahlonega/Dahlonega Downtown Development 

Authority, Dahlonega-Lumpkin County Chamber of Commerce, The Dahlonega 
Nugget, Lumpkin County Sheriff’s Department, and Tim Thomas, CPA.

T-SHIRT & POSTER DESIGN: Grant Searcey

Bear on the Square brings tens of thousands of visitors to Dahlonega every April. The 
festival not only helps preserve and promote the traditional music, crafts and lifestyle 
of the North Georgia and Southern Appalachian mountain region, it also provides a 
tremendous boost to the local economy, giving added exposure to an area already 
known as one of the region’s leading tourism destinations, and it embellishes our 
area’s reputation as a centerpiece for cultural activities.
Producing a festival of this scale requires a tremendous amount of time from local  
volunteers and, of course, money. In addition to our loyal contingent of volunteers, 
we’re in need of financial support to help cover the costs of presenting the yearly  
event. Sponsorships are one of our most important sources of funding and are critical 
to our ability to accomplish this mission.

For more information contact Richard Davidow, richard@bearonthesquare.org, 
678-617-0520.

Festival produced by Bear on the Square Mountain Festival Inc., a 
501c(3) cultural arts organization dedicated to the celebration and  

preservation of the culture of the Southern Appalachian Mountains. 
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Featuring 
Rev. Jeff Mosier

7:30 p.m.
Saturday

MainStage Tent

Doors open
at 7 p.m.

Come play with the pros 
or grab a seat and 
enjoy the music!

Now serving lunch and dinner
M-TH: 11-2 & 5-9:30

FRI: 11-2 & 5-10
SAT: 12-10 • SUN: 12-9 

51 Grove St., North • 706 • 864-0280 •gvitalian.com

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & BEAR HUGS

Steps from the Historic Square
www.DahlonegaSquareVilla.com 

706-867-1313

2 15

STEELE STAINED GLASS CO.
Designers and Builders of Custom Art Glass
Commercial • Residential • Churches

22 N. Grove Street • 706-973-0366
RobSteele53@gmail.com
www.SteeleStainedGlass.com

April 21 & 22, 2018

Y’all come back now!

  22nd Annual 
      BEAR
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BECOME A FESTIVAL SPONSOR!



CELLULARSALES.COM

GRILLE

Festival Co-Sponsor
Brasstown, NC 

Festival Co-Sponsor
Dawsonville

Festival Co-Sponsor
Cumming

Where Customers Send Their Friends ®  

FOUNDING 
SPONSORS

®

On the Public Square

More 
saving
More 
doing

Your Dahlonega 
Home Depot

 21st ANNUAL BEAR ON THE SQUARE SPONSORS

Billy 
Roper
Folk Art

• Appalachian Contracting Services of Dahlonega
• Foothills Family Medicine

• Harrison Plumbing of Flowery Branch
• SouthEastern Bluegrass Association

• The Smith House


